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South Africa population: 55 million (44% in two provinces)

Gauteng (13 million)

Kwa Zulu-Natal (19 million) 5



POPULATION 

55 Million

LIFE EXPECTANCY 

56 years

UNEMPLOYMENT

26%

NOT IN EMPLOYMENT, 
EDUCATION, TRAINING 15-24 yrs

3,4 Million

PERCENTAGE BELOW NATIONAL 
POVERTY LINE

48%

YOUNG BLACK PEOPLE

51% below
21 yrs
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Single, 

Integrated Framework

Redress

Personal/ Social/ 

Economic  development

of lifelong learner and 

nation

NQF Objectives/ purpose

Access, Mobility, 

Progression



HEQSF

OQSF

GFETQSF



Number of learners with achievements 

through RPL: 2012 to 2018

17.914

23.669

26.178 26.379

28.819
30.166
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RPL Legislation and 

Policy



Policy Relationships 



RPL Legislation and 

Policy

SAQA Act 1995

NSB Regulations 
1998

NQF Act 

2008

Minister’s RPL 
Policy 2016

SAQA’s RPL 
Policy amended 

2019

SAQA’s Other 
Policies 

Containing RPL 
Clauses

QCs RPL 
Policies

Institutional RPL 
Policies



SAQA Act and NSB 

Regulations

• Allows SAQA to Make Regulations with 
Ministerial Permission.

SAQA Act

• Define RPL: “means the comparison of 
the previous learning and experience of 
a learner howsoever obtained against 
the learning outcomes required for a 
specified qualification”

• Qualification maybe achieved in whole
or in part through RPL

NSB 
Regulations 

(1998)



Why, What, & Forms of 
RPL?



How of RPL?



Who of RPL?



Funding

Use Existing 
Contributions 
from Fiscus

Primary 
Funds –

State Funds

Funding 
Differentiated

Allocations 
Published 
Annually



National RPL Strategy

Implementation

Coordinating 
Mechanism

Roles: DHET, SAQA, 
QCs, Providers 

Funding



RPL Policy 

Implementation Plan

2019-20

Launch and 
advocate 
amended and 
aligned RPL 
Policy

Seek Funding

2021-25

Deepen 
understanding 
of amended 
and aligned 
RPL Policy

2023-25

Professional 
development 
of 
practitioners 
and practices 
consolidated

2025: RPL 
System Est.



Questions?
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THANK YOU!
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