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BRIDGING DEMOCRACY, CREDIT FOR PRIOR 
LEARNING, AND MILITARY TRANSITION: 



AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION (ACE)
U.S. MODEL FOR MILITARY WORKPLACE LEARNING

Military Schools

 Formal training courses

 Aligned to college equivalent 

learning

 Technical and soft skills

 IT, maintenance, medical, logistics

 Leadership/supervisory skills

Awarding Academic Credit for:

Military On-The-Job 

Training

 Assessed by interviews

 Experiential learning focused

 Based on job description and 

position (based on military skill-level)

College-Level
Credit

Recommendation

Workplace 
Learning

Classroom 
Learning



ACE EVALUATION PROCESS

 Formalized process
 Access to all materials and personnel

 Outcomes based learning

 Aligned with college equivalent courses

 Faculty Assessors
 Subject Matter Experts (SME)

 Actively teaching in the field

 Faculty driven

 In-person or virtual event



ACE PRODUCTS

 Web-based lookup
 ACE Military Guide

 Free resources

 Extensive database

                   Available at www.acenet.edu/militaryguide

 Transcript-based 
 Joint Services Transcript (JST)

 Shareable with colleges

 Official personal record of learning



RELATED TO EMPLOYMENT

JST and ONet

 Linkage to civilian 

employment

 Addresses skills in 

civilian language

 Expands scope of 

employment 

opportunities



WHY THIS IS IMPORTANT TO THE 

VPL COMMUNITY

6

International use of U.S. military training

 Potential to leverage ACE credit recommendations internationally

 Opportunity to capitalize in high-need civilian workforce

 Untapped adult learner credit 

Establish dialogue around global use of military learning

 How does your country recognize military learning?

 How do we share/exchange VPL in the global community?



CONTACT INFO

Kendrah Winters-Pearson, EdD
Executive Director of Technical 
Programs
Kentucky Community and Technical 
College System

Dallas F. Kratzer, PhD
Senior Fellow, Academic Excellence and 
Student Success 
Kentucky Council on Postsecondary 
Education
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