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Introduction

* A set of learning principles specific to
First Peoples

* Developed in 2006/07 by First
Nations Education Steering
Committee

* Articulated by Elders, scholars, and
knowledge keepers to guide
curriculum

* TRU’s PLAR program has followed
these principles since 2018

What Motivated Us?

» Deep curiosity

» A desire to do better

 To decolonize our practice to make it
more accessible to all students
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LEARNING

Learning ultimately supports the well-being of the self,
the family, the community, the land, the spirits, and
the ancestors.

Learning involves recognizing the consequences
of one’s actions.

Learning recognizes the role of indigenous
knowledge.

Learning involves patience and time.

Learning involves recognizing that some
knowledge is sacred and only shared with
permission and/or in certain situations.

Lessons Learned

Multiple ways to represent learning
Learning is circular, occurring within
relationships, derived from land,
people, stories, and experiences
Pedagogies exist in cultural practices
of observation and modeling
Community and learners determine
learning, emphasizing dynamic
knowledge

Identity encompasses physical, mental,
emotional, and spiritual aspects
Indigenous knowledge enriches
broader understandings

Actioning this understanding has
enhanced ALL students

Things to Consider

What can you do to incorporate
diverse knowledges into your VPL?




